[image: image1.jpg]National Consortium on Deaf-Blindness



NCDB Family Leadership Training Program

What Do You Need to Know?

Please rate your current level of knowledge or experience with each of the following training topics. 

	Training Topic
	4 = Very knowledgeable or experienced

3 = Fairly knowledgeable or experienced

2 = A little bit knowledgeable or experienced

1 = Not knowledgeable or experienced at all


	
	4
	3
	2
	1

	Understanding Deaf-Blindness

	National and State Deaf-Blind Program - History, purpose of projects, funding source
	
	
	
	

	Deaf-blind Census - nationally and in your state
	
	
	
	

	Etiologies: Causes of deaf-blindness
	
	
	
	

	Impact of deaf-blindness on learning, families and quality of life
	
	
	
	

	Resources related to Deaf-Blindness
	
	
	
	

	Leadership Skills

	What family leadership is, potential roles of family leaders, characteristics of leaders
	
	
	
	

	Local and state systems (educational, legislative, social services, adult services, medical)
	
	
	
	

	Verbal communication skills (active listening, communication types, dealing with conflicts)
	
	
	
	

	Written communication skills (letter writing, feature article writing, brochure/poster production)
	
	
	
	


	Advocacy Skills

	Helping families tell their story to make a difference
	
	
	
	

	Helping families get ready to give testimony or speak to politicians, school boards, administrators, etc.
	
	
	
	

	Helping families with advocacy writing skills – letter writing, newspaper story submissions, articles for newsletters
	
	
	
	

	Connecting with Families

	Connecting and supporting families to build trust, relationships and family involvement
	
	
	
	

	Connecting and supporting families that are from another culture, speak another language, have different values and beliefs
	
	
	
	

	Loss and the grieving process and how this impacts families
	
	
	
	

	Technical Assistance and Training Skills

	How to determine the needs of families and what to do with the information
	
	
	
	

	Understanding different learning styles and adult learning techniques
	
	
	
	

	Presenting information in a written format (newsletters, flyers, fact sheets, PowerPoint presentations)
	
	
	
	

	Strategies to evaluate technical assistance and training activities
	
	
	
	

	Maintaining Your Personal Life Balance

	How to take care of yourself while supporting others
	
	
	
	


